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- LORD MORLEY : That's true. But we and the
Church have made them so. There is something
wayward, diabolical in them.

Nothing gave him greater pleasure in his later
years than the conversion of the Times to Home
Rule. He once described it to me as the greatest
event in Irish political history since the conversion
of Gladstone. " He has behaved nobly," he said
of its distinguished Editor, Mr. Wickham Steed,
whom he knew well, and to whom he once asked me
to convey his congratulations on his leading articles
on the Near Eastern Crisis, which appeared in the
critical days of October 1922. The tribute to the
Times was the more remarkable in that it came from
one who had written of it that" it has always been the
avowed principle of the conductors of that newspaper
to keep very close to the political opinion of the
day in its umegefierate state" The occasion of that
utterance was his defence of Cohden's attitude in
his 'difference of opinion with Delane, and this
chapter of Lord Motley's writings * is singularly
interesting in that-it sets forth his views of what
an editor's standards of behaviour should be.
Cobden had complained, and with reason, of the
<f vejxora " of what he called his " masked foe,"
and in his complaint dwelt pn the stealthy anony-
mity of such attacks. For a long time he had borne
them in dignified silence, reflecting on the useless-
ness of contradicting any falsehood or calumny
of this character " because it comes up again

* See chapter xxgiL (" Correspondence with Mr. Delane **),